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UM JOURNALISM SCHOOL RECEIVES $50,000 GRANT
MISSOULA—
The University of Montana Foundation has received a $50,000 grant to support the UM School
of Journalism and its innovative program to teach reporting of American Indian affairs. The grant was
awarded by the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation of Miami.
The gift will provide money for expenses associated with the Native News Honors Project,
which produces the school’s yearly newspaper supplement about significant issues concerning
Montana’s Indians. The grant also will provide funds for broadcasts and graduate student projects
about Indian affairs. In addition, it will enable the school to invite distinguished journalists and other
experts covering minorities from around the country to discuss issues with UM students and faculty.
The gift will allow the school to share the product of its students’ efforts with others in Montana and
around the country.
"This really is a most significant gift from the Knight Foundation," said Joe Durso Jr., interim
dean of the School of Journalism. "It will help us take our program to a new level and keep it there
for a number of years to come. W e’re pleased that an organization as prestigious as the Knight
Foundation recognizes the quality of work done by our students and faculty in minority affairs
reporting."
Established in 1950, the Knight Foundation makes national grants in the fields of journalism,
education, arts and culture. It also contributes to organizations in 27 communities where the
communications company founded by the Knight brothers has published or continues to publish
newspapers.
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